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one’s surpriae, is stalling a decision on 
where to basa the MX mobile misa ile in 
a delay that pita the Pentagon against 
the State Department and deligHts the 
environment4di^lobby.> .-łfd 
The delay over wbether to base this 
countr/s most vital new weapon.qn land 
or sea is fraught trith potential dapgers* 
It raises the dfaturbing ąuestion of 
whether President Reagan, who is totally 
t committed to-rapid MX deployment, is 
kept fully abreesi on whether, and how 
his desiree are cairied out bycompeting 
‘ bureaucratic power centers- & i'-? ■ wi 
Ronald Reaganr himself is partly to 
blame for the laftast procrastination over 
where the United States should base the- 
lG-warhead missiles desperateły needed 
to give the UiL land-based systeró pro- 
tection against^poesible Soviet ,f attaclc 
Reagan pledged while campaigning in 
Nevada and lltah>to:take a,;lóok at 
Jimmy Cartert decision to base the mo- 
bile system* there despite fierce environ- 
mentalist oppceitbn. 7 
i i But- what should hav* * beencSu pro 
forma Pentagon wiew with a feregone 
condusion may be heating up into a- 
mąjor test Spring sea-based deplóy- 
ment a posjtijott ' he espoused^whOe 
deputy director of the CIA, is-Deputy 
Ijeiense Secreiary ^'rank (JariuccŁ De- 
fense Secretary Caspar Weinberger pri- 
vately wams that enrironmentalisi law- 
suita could conceivably tie up the Carter- 
approved Nevada-Utah plan “foryears.”- 
But Weinberger says he has andopen 
mind on^basing and a pubiic commit- 
ment not to Iet the new study delay de-* 
ployment of the system, expected to 
start in 1986. < > ■ -i v Z I 


Why, then, has Weinberger toki his 
panel of experts they have until “June or 
Jul/; to make their report? The ąues- 
tion is particularły relevant for another 
reasom National security and budget of- 
ficials in Reagan*s White House arę com- 
mitted to Nevada-Utah basing. They 
worry that another long delay in the 
ever-receding ‘"finał” decision will do ex- 
actływhat ^Weinberger privately ; wams- 
against: * grvo environmentalist 3 1 that 
muchmoretime to mobilize for^total 
assaulton the Nevada-Utah planiki 1 

Secretary of State Alexander Haig is 
ąuietty advancing a blockbuster ration- 
aleof his own against what the Pentagon- 
calls “going to sea.” If environmehtalist 
and other political pressuresare allowed 
to overtum the Nevada-Utah decision, 
Haig predicts an irreversiblę torrent of 
I political reaction in Europę against; inod- 
ęrnizmg . NATO’s - land-bąsed nudear 
śystems. ii; ^V .. 

Boiled down, that meansenvironmen- 
tally sensitized West Germans yto\M 
physically błock the nudear modemiza- 
tion program agreed to by North Atlan- 
tic treaty states (NATO) in December 
1979 if ;die United States knuckled 
under to political threats or legał suifcs by 
its own environmental lobby. y. _ * 

European statesmen yisiting here have 
madethis point hard to Haig. They rea- 
son that any U.S. dedsion to M go tosea” 
would be interpreted as a valid excuse 
for Europeans to demand that NATO*s 
new nudear weapons should also be 
based on boats (whićh mili tary specjal- 
ista say would be impossible). Wheh the 
yisiting Europeans wam Weinberger 
that moving the MX to sea would create 
maseiye political problemsfor NATO, he 
not only appears to be unimpressed but 
at least on one occasión argued tbafcsea- 
basing the MX might be the best de- 
.ployment in view of environmentalist 

delaya:^ . : ; * * i-*' - 

-Yet President Reagan has a pręcedent 
toask Congress for a special exemption 
from lawsuits and other legał delaying 
actions now being planned by the envi- 
ronmentalists (by no means confined to 
Nevadą and Utah). Congress gavd the 
Alaska pipeline project such an exemp- 
tion nearly five years aga The project 
iWas builfc to spedfications laid dcnyp by 
the Environmental Protection Agency, 
but it was immune from moet spećtał-in- 
terest lawsuits. . 


A Reagan reąuest for similar • treat- 
ment for the Nevada-Utah-based ; JvlX 
would get qtdck attention; the national, 
security aspect is far graver in protecting: 
America^ land-based missiie system 
thaninanyoilahortfalL. s / mi 
Moreower, Whita House adviser»; say 
that' the courts have been frientłly to 
Unde Sam in rejecting environmentalist 
lawsuits involving mSitary work. Federal 
. courts hav» been loath to grant injunc- 
tiw relief when gowmment attoriieys 
stake their defense^on grounds (of f na- 
tional security.w ' 

.. Accordingly, . the r jłreference of C fcar- 
lucd and other ofifiaab for a sea-based 
system has little to do with environriaen- 
talists and much to do with arcanę de* 
bate over weapons strategies that was re- 
sdved last year by the Pentagon after 
yea» of agonmng indecision. Moro mde-| 
cision is not needed at this point; Which; 
fa why some Wbite House aides hopft 
Ronald Reagan wOł himsełf end the 
delay forthwith. 
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